
Bath and North East Somerset 
Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education

Minutes for the meeting held at 
Saltford CE Primary School

Wednesday 11 July 2012
7.00 – 9.00 pm

Present:
Christian Denominations and other Religions Committee
Jane O’Hara Baha’i (Chair)
Tim Powell Unitarians

Church of England Committee
Rev Simon Howell
Tony Bradley

Teachers’ Committee
Mary Dadley
Neil Baker
Mary Read
Ann Hatton

Local Authority Committee

Co-opted members

In attendance
Fred Ward Clerk/Associate Adviser

1. Welcome/apologies
Apologies were received from Sue Rodford, Garry Webber, David Williams, Kerry 
Huggins and Imam Rashad Azami.

     Mary Read, a secondary teacher, who is a Roman Catholic, was welcomed.

2. Membership
A formal nomination from the British Humanist Society was received to recommend Ian 
White, a Bath resident, to join SACRE. 
 ACTION

-It was agreed to invite Ian White to the next meeting as a co-opted member.
-It was also agreed to invite Mary Read to join SACRE as a Roman Catholic 

representative (for which we have a vacancy).

3. Minutes
The minutes of 6 March 2012 were approved.

4. Matters arising
There were no matters arising that were not covered by the agenda.

5. SACRE developments

a)      SACRE RE Resource Centre  
Time constraints and other factors mean that the review of resources will take place 
next term. These will now be kept in a different location in the school as the present 
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room will be used for a class next school year. Funds have been allocated to up-date 
resources.  Neil Baker reported that the resources are being better used now.

ACTIONS
The Chair will assist Neil Baker and Sue Rodford with the review and purchase of 
additional material.

b)      Website  
Jane had received a report from Melchior showing visitors to the site were roughly 
200-270 per month from July 2011 to date, and that the most used pages were the 
front page and the syllabus. The relatively low usage is related to the site being 
infrequently updated.  It was acknowledged that the website needed reviewing and 
that an information co-ordinator was needed to keep it up to date.
ACTION
-Tony Bradley agreed to look at the site and remove outdated material. 
-The Clerk was asked to advertise the position in local authority schools for an 
information co-ordinator and offer an honorarium of £300 per year.

c)      World Religions Workshop, 27 March 2012 at Saltford Primary School  
During the workshop, Rev Simon Howell and Nirmal Bhatt used RE resources from 
the Christian and Hindu religions respectively. As in previous years, this proved a 
stimulating afternoon with plenty of questions and interest from the 11 participating 
teachers from local primary schools.
With the reduction in RE support for primary teachers, it was felt that continuing with 
these workshops was a priority for SACRE.
ACTION
Funding will be allocated to run a workshop in March 2013 possibly focusing on 
Sikhism and the Baha’i Faith as these have not yet been covered.

d)      SACRE Public Lecture 14 March 2012, 6.30 pm City of Bath College  
While the lecture was of a high quality and the size of the audience adequate, few 
students or teachers attended. Various reasons were discussed but it was 
acknowledged that since SACRE funds can only be spent on schools and not the 
general public, we should hold any similar event next year at a time more attractive to 
students, e.g. in school time.  

e)      Locally Agreed Syllabus on-line resources  
The development stage of this project was coming to an end. There would probably 
be professional development opportunities resulting from this work.
ACTION
The Clerk will keep in contact with the teacher who had represented the local 
authority and report back to SACRE about organising in-service follow-up.

f)       Bath Inter-faith ‘Virtues Project’  
Although a minority view expressed some doubts about the project, it was agreed that 
the awareness raising session for teaches will be held on 14 November 2012.
ACTION
The Clerk will organise the recruitment of teachers in September.

g)      South West Conference for SACREs, 27 March 2012, Dillington House, Ilminster  
The Chair reported on her attendance at the conference which was once again a 
valuable experience.  The theme was ‘Effective SACREs, Effective Learning’, and as 
well as the mix of keynote talks and workshops provided invaluable opportunities to 
chat with members of other SACREs and get a feel for the many different levels at 
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which they are working.  She encouraged other SACRE members to consider 
attending the conference in 2013.  A report of the conference will be posted on the 
SACRE website.

6. Impact of Academy Schools on SACRE – services and finances
It was reported that all but St Mark’s School of the 13 secondary schools have become 
Academies, confirming that local authority funds cannot be used to supply them with 
services. The current SACRE budget will therefore be £7,346, a reduction of £2,000.

7. Financial Allocation 2012/13
A revised financial projection was circulated to reflect the reduced allocation.  

8. Development Plan
The following priorities were agreed: 

-Update world religion resources; 
-Refresh the website and seek to recruit an information co-ordinator; 
-Provide in-service opportunities to develop teachers’ understanding of world 
religions;

-Promote the locally agreed syllabus; 
-Link with the North Somerset/Somerset Westhill project.
-Explore opportunities to assist RE provision in Academies.  It was noted that many 

schools are drawing up their budgets for the coming year in July, so we would 
need to submit any involving funds in June (e.g. if we wanted to offer places at a 
Sixth Form RE Conference, at a charge of £500 per school).

ACTION
The Clerk will produce and circulate a revised Development Plan.

9. National Developments
Denise Cush provided a report drawing members’ attention to the lack-lustre government 
support for SACREs and their role in promoting effective religious education. She had 
included a copy of NATRE Chair Ed Pawson’s letter to Secretary of State Michael Gove, 
and his reply, which were circulated to interested members.
Denise also reported:
• The Minister for Education Nick Gibb spoke to the AGM of the Religious Education 

Council (REC) of England and Wales in May, and gave a positive view of the RE 
situation, in that it is still compulsory, the number of RE teachers has increased; head 
teachers can be held accountable; Academies can choose the local syllabus (speech 
available on the REC website).

• The REC have been active in trying to save RE in difficult times – they have formed 
several committees, and there is now an all-party parliamentary group (Chair Stephen 
Lloyd MP) and we can write to our MPs to ask if they have joined [email 
appg@religiouseducationconcil.org.uk for more details].

• Denise gave a talk on ‘Recent Research in RE: some emerging themes and 
examples’.

• Dave Francis reported :
• AMV has now been adopted by the Isles of Scilly and Haringay (the latter was 

a vote by teachers across three possible Agreed Syllabuses).
• More examples of Schemes of Learning are available on the AMV website
• Academies using AMV will not at present be charged, but we await national 

level decisions about funding.
• The NASACRE funded project on ‘distinctively local’ RE was successfully 

achieved. There are two parts to the project 1. to construct a template for 
investigating local religion and belief (history and present). SACRE members 
could contribute ideas – perhaps Fred or Jane could collect? 2. To trial a 
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worked example with schools in Somerset and N. Somerset, the two lead 
authorities in the project, but results will be shared with other AMV users as a 
pattern for further development.

• Somerset is using a questionnaire to monitor RE and CW – this has been 
agreed with headteachers. A third of schools will be monitored each year for 
three years, as part of statutory duty.

10. Any other business
Simon Howell alerted members to his involvement with ‘Dark Green Religions’ in 
Somerset as part of a Bath and Wells Diocesan initiative and welcomed enquiries of 
interest.
Sue Rodford sent a written report to remind members that “Farmington want to make 
all RE teachers aware of resources online that Farmington Fellows have researched and 
are for use by all RE teachers (primary and secondary). Farmington have asked for 
details of all schools in each education authority and email details for each school so that 
information can be
disseminated. I have volunteered to do this for Farmington for B&NES.”

11. Next meeting
This will be held at Bath Spa University on Wednesday 3 October 2012 at 7 pm.
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