
Bath and North East Somerset 
Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education

Minutes for the meeting held at 
Bath Spa University

Tuesday, 25 January 2011
7.00 – 9.00 pm

Present:
Christian Denominations and other Religions Committee
Jane O’Hara Baha’i (Co-Chair)
John Harvey Buddhist
Gary Webber Jewish

Church of England Committee
Tony Bradley (Co-Chair)

Teachers’ Committee
Margaret West ATL
Mary Dadley NUT
Ann Hatton Moorlands and Widcombe Jnrs

Local Authority Committee

Co-opted members
Denise Cush Bath Spa University

In attendance
Fred Ward Clerk/Associate Adviser

1. Welcome/apologies
The clerk took the chair for the first item. Apologies were received from Neil Baker, Tim 
Powell, Sylvia Such, Imam Rashad Azami and David Williams.
 

2. Election of Chair/Vice-Chair
Following last meeting, members were circulated asking for their choice of Chair; only two 
names resulted: Jane O’Hara and Tony Bradley. Having been consulted, both agreed to 
serve as co-Chairs with members agreement. For this meeting, Jane O’Hara took the 
Chair.

3. Membership
Neil Baker wrote to say that he wished to stand down but would continue to look after the 
RE resources at Saltford Primary School. 
ACTION
The Clerk was asked to thank Neil Baker for his long service and ask him to contact his 
union NASUWT for a replacement.

The Clerk reported that there were a number of vacancies on the council.
ACTION
The Clerk was asked to write to the relevant religious groups seeking for nominations.
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4. Minutes
The minutes of 13 October 2010 were approved with minor alterations.

5. Matters arising
There were no matters arising.

6. SACRE developments
a) Resource Centre  

No report had been submitted.
ACTION
The Clerk was asked to request Neil Baker to submit a report about the use of the RE 
Resources ahead of each SACRE meeting, especially since he will not be attending 
the meetings in future.

b) Website  
Tony Bradley reported that he would be in contact with the site servers to explore if 
there was an easier way for him to access the site to make additions and 
amendments.

7. Locally Agreed Syllabus
The Clerk reported that he attended the final meeting with representatives of North 
Somerset and Somerset SACREs. The e-version of the revised Locally Agreed Syllabus 
was nearly ready for publication. A launch seminar for teachers is being held at Fry’s 
Conference Centre in Keynsham on 8 March 2011: for RE Heads / Teachers during the 
afternoon and for governors on the same day in the evening.
The invitation letter had been sent to all schools and already 30 teachers had applied. A 
further reminder would be sent to schools when the e-version was available on the 
SACRE website. Currently the draft can be accessed at www.amv.somerset.gov.uk
ACTION
The Clerk was asked to send a copy of the invitation letter to SACRE members, who may 
attend either session.

8. Development Plan
After lengthy discussion a number of amendments were made to the draft plan circulated 
prior to the meeting. An additional £2000 would be allocated for the VI Form Conference 
and no funds provided for activities in schools to support the celebration of RE in March. 
It was also agreed to proceed with a workshop to promote RE resources, as organised 
last year, and provide supply cover for teachers attending. Gary Webber agreed to lead 
one session at the workshop.
ACTION
The Clerk was asked to amend the Development Plan accordingly and remind schools 
that SACRE would be interested to hear of any events they were planning for celebrating 
RE in March.
The Clerk agreed to circulate invitations to the RE Resources Workshop to schools, and 
contact Saltford Primary School to arrange for a meeting place. 
Jane O’Hara agreed to contact religious groups to identify a speaker for the second 
workshop (Hindu, Islamic or Christian).

9. Financial statement
Members agreed the amended financial statement in the light of the changes.

10. RE in the English Baccalaureate and other National Developments
Denise Cush shared concerns of the RE Council and other institutions, about further 
marginalisation of RE in the National Curriculum. Members agreed with Denise that 
continued action was necessary to press the government to include Religious Studies as 
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one of the approved Humanities in the English Baccalaureate, or there would be a 
serious decrease in the number of students studying the subject, which would have a 
knock-on effect in the future.
ACTION
The Clerk was asked to write to the Minister of Education using guidance from Denise 
Cush and also to Secondary Head Teachers to encourage them to support the action by 
also writing to the Minister.  Other members of SACRE could also be given the 
information and encouraged to write to their MP in support.

11.  RE Celebrations in March 2011.
There was no further discussion as the matter had been dealt with under Item 8.

12. Any other business
• Gary Webber brought to the attention of members plans to develop the Bath 

Jewish Burial Ground. There was general agreement that this was a project worth 
supporting.

ACTION
The Clerk was asked to write a supportive letter under the guidance of Gary Webber to 
help the Friends of the Bath Jewish Burial Ground in their application for grants.

• Jane O’Hara circulated a report from the Interfaith Development Worker at the 
City of Bath College. The funding for this post finishes on 31 March 2011.

• The Clerk pointed out that as we still do not yet know for certain what the effect on 
SACRE might be of any ‘cuts’ in the local Authority, we should in any case plan for 
our next meeting, and he will attend whatever happens (one scenario being that 
there may be minimal funding for SACRE which might exclude any provision for 
the Clerk).

13. Next meeting
This will be held at Bath Spa University on Tuesday, 10 May 2011, at 7pm.
ACTION
Denise Cush agreed to book the room and order refreshments.
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