
Bath and North East Somerset Council 
Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education 

Minutes for the meeting held at 
Bath Spa University 

Tuesday 5 February 2013 
7 – 9 pm 

Present: 
Christian Denominations and other Religions Committee 
Jane O’Hara  Baha’i (Chair) 
Yukteshwa Kumar Hindu !
Church of England Committee 
Sue Rodford 
Rev. Simon Howell !
Teachers’ Committee 
Mary Dadley 
Ann Hatton !
Co-opted members 
Denise Cush  Bath Spa University !
In attendance 
Mary Patterson Website manager 
Fred Ward  Clerk/associate adviser !
1. Welcome and apologies 

Yukteshwa Kumar and Mary Patterson were welcomed. 
Apologies were received from Tony Bradley, John Harvey, Kerry Huggins, Imam Rashad 
Azami, Tim Powell, Mary Read and David Williams. !

2.  Membership 
Although the Free Churches had been approached, it had not been possible to fill the 
vacancies. !

3. Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of 3 October 2012 were approved with some minor 
alterations. !

4. Matters arising 
It was noted that £2000 earmarked for VI Form conferences had been credited to the 
SACRE account as all but three secondary schools in the authority had opted to become 
academies and were no longer entitled to SACRE funding. !!!!!

5. SACRE developments 
a) Resource Centre 
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Sue Rodford reported that an audit of world religion resources held at Saltford CE 
Primary School had been carried out. She and Neil Baker were meeting in March to 
order new resources. The number of loan boxes being taken by teachers has 
increased, particularly as a result of those attending the World Religion workshops. 
ACTION 
The clerk will circulate all local authority schools reminding them of the loan service of 
resources to support RE. 

b) Website 
Mary Patterson introduced herself and explained how she was reviewing and 
updating the contents of the website. She explained that progress was slow as 
communication with Melchior was not always easy. 
ACTION 
It was agreed to cover Mary Patterson’s expenses to visit Melchior so that she could 
train to manage the website directly. She will prepare and forward an estimate of 
costs to the Clerk. !
It was noted that teachers’ reports, photos and pupils’ work on the visits to local 
places of worship funded by the SACRE grant were now being displayed on the 
website. A further eight reports were due by 31 March 2013. 
ACTION 
Kumar indicated that Hindu celebrations in Bath during the summer would be 
photographed and samples submitted to the website for publication. 

c) Westhill Project workshops 
This had proved a popular event and 12 teachers attended. Many were now working 
on developing study packs to support teaching and learning in RE using local 
religious events and personalities. 
ACTION 
A follow-up session led by Dave Francis would be organised in the summer, finances 
permitting. 

d) Grants to support visits to places of worship 
Applications for grants exceeded the 10 allocated and already three schools have 
undertaken visits and submitted reports (see above under Website). 
ACTION 
It was agreed to offer further grants next year if funds permit. 

e) Primary World Religions Resource workshop 
These were deemed very popular and effective ways of supporting the professional 
development of teachers of RE. 
ACTION 
A workshop is to be organised in late March on Judaism and Buddhism. Jane O’Hara 
agreed to contact possible workshop leaders. 

f) Virtues Project 
Jane O’Hara circulated an evaluation record of teachers’ comments following the 
workshop which showed there was overall support and appreciation of the session. !!!
ACTION 
Follow-up work is planned for workshop leaders to visit participants’ schools to see 
the impact of the work covered on pupils’ attitudes. !
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6.  Impact of academies on SACRE funding 
Over this financial year only three secondary schools remain in the local authority 
and RE in these schools should benefit from SACRE support. 
ACTION 
It was agreed to ask the heads of RE how they wished to use a grant of £300 to 
benefit their teaching. !

7.  SACRE Development priorities 2013/14 
Following discussion it was agreed priorities were:  

• Grants for school visits to places of worship (£2000) 
• Website development (£1500) 
• World Religion resources workshops (£1500) 
• Westhill project follow-up (£1500) 
• Secondary school grants (£600) 
• Other ongoing SACRE activities (£400) 

ACTION 
The SACRE Development Plan will be updated to reflect these priorities. !

8. National RE developments 
Denise Cush circulated a report summarising the nine recommendations of the RE 
Subject Review Expert Panel to be discussed by the RE Council Board. 
There was recognition that on the local and national scene many were working to protect 
RE from erosion by government actions and inaction that were adversely affecting the 
training and professional development of teachers of RE. 
It was also noted that 2011 census analysis showed that Bath & NES area had a higher 
proportion nationally of people with no religious background and those following minority 
Religious groups. !

9. Any other business 
It was decided to postpone the report circulated of a summary of the results of the 
Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools (SIAS) to the next meeting when David Williams 
was present. !

10. Next meeting 
This will be held at Bath Spa University on Wednesday 15 May 2013 from 7 pm. 
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